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Dairy to make a difference

Megan Tracy, an anthropology professor has done extensive agricultural fieldwork abroad
By MADDELYNNE PARKER
contributing writer

CHELSEA GLOWACKI / THE BREEZE

Professor Megan Tracy has done fieldwork relating to dairy in China.

of the most fascinating things.”
Because dairy is a newer addition to the Chinese diet, food safety regulation on it has its faults. Due to this, the Chinese are still
learning of the costs and benefits of dairy. As a cultural anthropologist, Tracy looked at this scandal through the new norms and

see DAIRY, page 10

Stomping out cancer

there will have been an estimated

Student organization Colleges Against Cancer pledges to stop disease

1,658,370

By the end
of 2015

new cancer cases diagnosed

589,430
cancer deaths in the U.S.

In 2015, almost

171,000

of the estimated 589,430 cancer deaths in the US will be
caused by tobacco smoking.

about

“No one should have to lose their life over something
that is so preventable,” Anna Wahlstrom said.
Wahlstrom, a junior health services administration
major, originally joined Colleges Against Cancer to
educate students on how to prevent cancer, and her
dedication and commitment to terminating the disease
only grew from there.
She’s the financial chair of the growing organization— CAC is a nationwide club with a branch at JMU. It
has been active at JMU since 2009, but recently received
recognition through its new president, Taylor Woller, a
senior interdisciplinary liberal studies major.
Woller implemented a structural system within the
club that allows it to stay organized and accomplish
more.
CAC is set up with a general body of roughly 25 JMU
students and eight executive officers. The last 15 minutes of its weekly meetings are used to make cards for
local cancer patients in the Harrisonburg community.
The cards can inspire patients and remind them that
their community cares. Not only do these cards aid
the patients, they allow the members of CAC to have
personal and intimate interactions with the patients,
through the hand delivery to the hospital.
Woller said that CAC was similar to Relay for Life,
making it hard to gain new members. Most universities
have CAC or Relay for Life, so having both chapters can
make it hard for some students to differentiate.
“We do many things in the community and around
campus that Relay doesn’t really touch on,” Woller said.
The club focuses on different aspects of cancer survivorship. The general mission of CAC is that it focuses

on promoting cancer education through the four major
pillars: advocacy, survivorship, education and relay.
For Woller, CAC isn’t just a simple club and being
president isn’t simply a resume builder. Woller joined
this club to help others not only by educating them, but
providing them with a safe space to talk and allowing
them to reach out to other students who may be fighting the same battle.
“My grandfather was diagnosed [with cancer] my
freshman year of college and that encouraged me to
join, it was an outlook for me and a way to talk about
things and deal with my emotions, but now it means
so much more,” Woller said.
The majority of CAC’s members have been directly
affected by cancer, either themselves or a close family
member. This unpleasant coincidence was the motivation for them to join in attempt to put an end to the.
Some other members, like Wahlstrom, haven’t dealt
with cancer on a personal level, but joined because
they saw the effects of the disease on their surrounding community.
CAC does many things in order to reach its ultimate
goal of educating the JMU community, including the
Great American Smokeout, guest speakers and breast
cancer awareness week. These events educate the general public and offer them opportunities to get involved
and join the battle against cancer. The program that
CAC is proudest of is its support group, offered one
Thursday every month.
“It really is heartwarming seeing everyone show up
and feel comfortable enough to share such personal
information,” Wahlstrom said.
This support group is an opportunity for JMU students

in 2015

By NATALIE LAVERY
contributing writer

AND

Anthropology is more than just the study of human societies
and their cultures — just ask Professor Megan Tracy, a cultural
anthropologist. She has spent the last seven years back and forth
between China and the U.S. studying Chinese dairy production
after the 2008 milk scandal.
“We have a lot of technology that is good at keeping food safe,”
Tracy said. “Where it falls apart is humans.”
Her big project, funded by the National Science Foundation,
has been researching and evaluating the food safety regulations
of Chinese dairy production, from the small farms to the big corporate companies. This all resulted from the 2008 scandal.
Dairy producers in China were ignoring food regulations by
adding melamine into raw milk to make the protein levels in dairy
much larger than they were. Six children died according to official records, and many more were severely affected. By visiting
farms and businesses, Tracy could study the effects of ignoring
such regulations.
“I loved being on the farms,” Tracy said. “They’re really making
a push to build these big corporate farms we have here. So, watching how that process is being played out in the field I think is one

the evolving culture of China by visiting farms and businesses.
“This is why a cultural anthropologist is interested in looking at
these issues,” Tracy said. “Like how new norms, cultural norms,
are being introduced and implemented.”
Tracy has had to balance teaching at JMU and conducting her
research in China that had just finished this fall, which for some
may seem stressful. Despite her busy schedule, she has managed
to bring her fieldwork experiences into the classroom setting.
“She has been able to incorporate some students in analyzing
some of her data —that has been really wonderful,” Beth Eck, the
academic unit head of the Department of Sociology and Anthropology, said.
Eck believes that, as students, it’s important to have professors
who have experience in their fields so that they can better help
you, especially when it comes to finding internships and building resumes.
“When you’re a student in the classroom, you like to hear about
real fieldwork, and she is able to bring it to the class,” Eck said. “She
also is often bringing in the experiences that she’s had at her various sites in China into the classroom.”
Sitting in Tracy’s anthropology class, one can expect a more

1,620
people were expected to die of cancer per day.

The 5-year
relative survival rate for all
cancers diagnosed from
2004-10 was

68%

The Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality
estimates that the

DIRECT MEDICAL COSTS
for cancer in the US in 2011 were

$88.7 billion.

up from 49% from 1975-1977

Statistics courtesy of the American Cancer Society

see CAC, page 10
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JMU talks
safety plan
University has safety procedure in place
By KAYLA RINI
The Breeze

The U.S., known as the “land of the free,” is also
becoming known as the country with the highest number mass shootings.
In recent years, there have been many tragedies in
which innocent lives were lost and, after every mass
shooting, comes the question of how it could have been
prevented. Along with this question comes the gun control and mental health debates.
Bill Wyatt, JMU’s senior director of communications
and university spokesman, said that JMU has a comprehensive safety plan in place if a shooting would take
place on campus.
According to Wyatt, the plan was created in 1999 and
is reviewed on an ongoing basis.
“Part of that plan includes emergency response protocols for active shooter situations,” Wyatt said in an
email. “But we can’t discuss the details of our response
protocols.”
However, according to Wyatt, JMU’s active shooter
plan is the product of federal and state law enforcement practices.
“The active shooter plan is constantly reviewed and
revised by the JMU Police Department,” Wyatt said.
“Also, the plan receives input from the university’s Emergency Response and Recovery Team.”

ERIN WILLIAMS / THE BREEZE

All good things come to an end

see PREPAREDNESS, page 4

Wrapping up the 2015 JMU football season

SPORTS | 11

It’s that time of year again.
CHECK OUT OUR 2015 MUSIC AND MOVIE WRAP-UPS AT BREEZEJMU.ORG.
KELSEY HARDING / THE BREEZE

MONEY FOR THE
MEMORY

IT’S PEPPERMINT
SEASON

Students pitch in
following tragic death
NEWS | 3

LIFE | 9

Some of our favorite foods
for the holidays

TODAY WILL BE

Sunny
59° / 37°
Chance of rain: 0%
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Dec. 10

Dancescapes featuring JMU’s Virginia Repertory
Dance Company @ Mainstage Theater, Forbes
Center, regular tickets $14, student tickets $11,
8 p.m., Friday, Saturday, and Sunday at 2 p.m.
Throwback Thursdays with live DJ @ The Artful
Dodger, free admission with college ID,
9 to midnight

Published Monday and Thursday
mornings, The Breeze is distributed
throughout James Madison University
and the local Harrisonburg community.
Single copies of The Breeze are
distributed free of charge. Additional
copies are available for 50 cents
by contacting our business office.
Comments and complaints should be
addressed to Wayne Epps Jr., editor.

Holiday Open House @ Green Valley Book Fair,
6 to 8 p.m.

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
WAYNE EPPS JR.

Dec. 11

breezeeditor@gmail.com

JMU Wind Symphony and Symphonic Band @
Concert Hall, Forbes Center, regular tickets $10,
student tickets $5, 8 p.m.
Free community yoga class @ 135 S Main St.,
5:30 to 7 p.m.

MANAGING EDITOR
LAUREN HUNT
breezepress@gmail.com

Annual Christmas Tea @ Virginia Quilt Museum,
tickets $30, 2 to 4 p.m.

NEWS DESK
breezenews@gmail.com

LIFE DESK

Dec. 12

breezearts@gmail.com

SPORTS DESK

The 11th Annual Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carols with The Madison Singers @ Emmanuel
Episcopal Church, 8 to 9:30 p.m.
JMU men’s basketball game vs. George Mason @
Convocation Center, 4 p.m.

breezesports@gmail.com

OPINION DESK

Brunch @ Jess’s Lunch, 10 a.m.

breezeopinion@gmail.com

COPY DESK
breezecopy@gmail.com

Dec. 13

PHOTO

Sip and Splash Painting Class: Snowman @
CrossKeys Vineyards, tickets $45 per person plus
tax, 1 to 4 p.m.
Sunday Funday Family Bike Ride on the Bluestone
Trail @ 1570 South Main St., 3 to 4 p.m.

breezephotography@gmail.com

VIDEO
breezevideo1@gmail.com

Missing something? Send us your events at breezecopy@gmail.com.
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US coalition
Losing may help
investigates airstrikes Venezuelan leader

War forged pacifism
among Japanese

Okinawa still has clash
over war and peace

McClatchy Foreign Staff

McClatchy Washington Bureau

McClatchy Washington Bureau

McClatchy Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro’s administration has an
opportunity to turn a terrible loss into an
advantage if the ruling socialist party loses
control of the nation’s congress in balloting
last Sunday, as many expect.
While losing control of the National
Assembly would be a huge setback for Maduro and a disappointment to the followers
of the late President Hugo Chavez, whose
United Socialist Party of Venezuela has controlled the legislature for 16 years, it also
would provide an opportunity for Maduro
to reverse his reputation for unfair elections
and human rights abuses.
All he has to do is accept a losing outcome, something polls indicate is likely.
“Maduro could say, ‘Look, don’t call me
not democratic anymore,’ “ Javier Corrales,
a political science professor at Amherst College, said. “ ‘I conducted an election. And
I accepted defeat. Enough with the discussion that the system is rigged.’ “
Not all countries would be swayed, Corrales said, but such a gesture — if it happens
— might go a long way toward defusing
some of the international tensions over Maduro’s administration, though the results of a
single election might not restore an image
tarnished over the years by electoral irregularities and allegations of human rights
abuses.

JAPAN — Takiechi Kakinohana can’t separate his feelings about his country’s recent
bid to expand its military from his memories
of the fortifications he watched Japanese
troops dig as they readied for one of the last
and deadliest battles of World War II.
Those long-ago tunnels were a sign to
him that the Japanese soldiers he admired
would protect civilians from the American
“demons” he feared.
Instead, the battle for the southern island
of Okinawa became a protracted fight that
Japan used to delay an American invasion
of its mainland. About 200,000 civilians died,
many of whom took their own lives.
“We were sacrificed to protect mainland
Japan,” said Kakinohana, 85. “We received
that order. We fought for the country. And
now again we are being sacrificed for the
national defense.”
He’s part of an older generation of Japanese looking skeptically at Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe’s recent lifting of restrictions on
the nation’s military, which had constrained
it solely to defensive operations since the
end of World War II.
Their memories were set by the violent
battles they witnessed and the scarcity that
followed Japan’s surrender. The war turned
them into pacifists and longtime supporters
of the limitations Japan placed on its military
while it was under U.S. control.

JAPAN — As two U.S. Marine Corps aircraft soar above a pristine Pacific beach, a
Japanese environmentalist on the shore
below worries that she may see many more
of them very soon.
“I feel the vibration” when Marine
aircraft pass overhead, said Anna Shimabukuro, 37. “I feel uncomfortable.”
She’s spent more than half her life fighting a proposal to place new Marine air
strips near the village where she grew up
on the southern Japanese island of Okinawa. Her side has thwarted the plan year
after year. But the day when Marine planes
land near her may be inching closer, with
Tokyo and Washington insisting that the
runways must be built. They’d expand a
base on the front lines of a standoff where
traditional U.S. allies are guarding against
China’s growing military might in the South
and East China seas.
The military urgency behind the plan,
however, crashes against a perennial stalemate over what to do with the dense and
unpopular concentration of Marine forces
the American military has kept on Okinawa
since World War II.
“We don’t need bases that generate
wars. I want to start the peace from Okinawa,” Shimabukuro said.

MARKETING & CIRCULATION
MANAGER

TURKEY — The U.S.-led coalition says it’s
reviewing reports that its airstrikes against
Islamic State militants Monday killed at least
AD DESIGNERS
36 civilians, including 20 children, in a village
CAROLINE DAVIS
in eastern Syria.
The attack occurred on the mud-brick vilKAYLAN WOODS
lage of Al Khan in Hasakah province, which
IZZY CIANO
has fewer than 100 residents and is at the front
line of a U.S.-backed offensive conducted by
Download our
mobile app at
mainly Kurdish forces. It’s near the town of
breezejmu.org.
Al Hawl, which fell to Kurdish forces Nov. 13.
Syrian media activists and a relative of one
of the families told McClatchy that the villagers
had an altercation with Islamic State militants
/TheBreezeJMU
and asked them to leave. The tension grew
into an exchange of fire.
“The Islamic State sent reinforcements to
the village ... and coalition jets targeted the
convoy,” said Khalil Khatouny, 27, who now
@TheBreezeJMU
lives in Germany. The airstrikes killed Islamic
@BreezeNewsJMU
@TheBreezeSports
State members and civilians, mainly women
@BreezeLifeJMU
and children, he said.
Five of his relatives were killed, he said: a
cousin, Ali Suleiman Obaid, and Obaid’s three
daughters, Suhair, Sidra and Tasneem, and a
@breezejmu
son, Mohammad.
The U.S. Central Command said its aircraft
had been in the area, and it was looking into
the report. Coalition forces carried out four
strikes against the Islamic State near the town
youtube.com/breezevideo of Al Hawl, according to the Central Command’s latest posting.

CHARLEE VASILIADIS

Compiled from Tribune News Service.

NATIONAL NEWS
Nuclear pitched as
the new green

Electric engine to be
tested in Nevada

Yik Yak on campus
has become harmful

Texas district lines
being challenged

Tribune Washington Bureau

Los Angeles Times

The Seattle Times

McClatchy Washington Bureau

MOUNTAIN VIEW — The state that spawned a
generation of activists committed to shutting down
nuclear reactors and crippling the industry has lately
become a hotbed of advocacy and financial support
for fighting global warming with nuclear power.
Encouraged by the Obama administration, notable California innovators and financiers are looking
to reinvent the industry in the mold of wind and
solar power. They are betting on prototype technologies that seek to replace the hulking plants of
today with smaller, nimbler units. Environmentally
minded nuclear engineers argue that they can be
designed so safely that they might be “huggable.”
They talk of power plants that consume nuclear
waste instead of creating it.
State leaders aren’t necessarily rushing to
embrace the vision in a place where all but one
nuclear plant have been mothballed and where oldguard nuclear safety advocates warn that so-called
advanced nuclear technologies are an attempt to
put shiny earrings on the same old pig.

LOS ANGELES — A company seeking to bring
Elon Musk’s hyperloop transportation concept into
reality plans to begin work this month on a small
test site in North Las Vegas.
Los Angeles-based Hyperloop Technologies Inc.
announced Tuesday that a 0.6-mile track it’s building
in the Mountain View Industrial Park will be used to
test a custom-designed electric engine at speeds of
up to 336 mph in the coming months. The engine
would be a key piece of the hyperloop, a proposed
intercity transportation system that would shuttle
compartments filled with people and goods through
large tubes. Many technical details remain under
experiment.
Musk, chief executive of SpaceX and Tesla
Motors, had touted the idea in a paper two years
ago. The engine test represents just the first hurdle toward launching a bigger system. Hyperloop
Technologies said it would eventually need a track
three times as long to do a full-scale, 700-mph test
in about a year. It hasn’t a selected a site yet.

SEATTLE — At the center of a hate speech
incident at Western Washington University over
Thanksgiving week was an anonymous-posting
app many students use and many parents may
not know about: Yik Yak.
It was the latest in a string of events across
the country that have students, activists and
administrators wrestling with how the anonymous-posting service, extremely popular with
millennials, fits in on campus. Some students
see Yik Yak as a harmless distraction filled with
campus in-jokes. Others say negativity and hate
anonymously posted to the site overwhelm any
feeling of community the app might promote.
Last year, Washington State University sororities and fraternities became so incensed by
hateful posts that they led a campus-wide effort
to convince students to delete the app. Some
researchers say discourse on Yik Yak reflects less
about the medium and more about the campuses
themselves, for better and worse.

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court on Tuesday seemed skeptical of changing the basis for
drawing districts in a Texas redistricting case that
could have far-reaching consequences for minority representation.
During the hour-long oral argument in Evenwel v.
Abbott, the attorney for the plaintiffs argued that the
“one person-one vote” standard in drawing Texas
state Senate lines should be based on the number of citizens eligible to vote and not on the entire
population. Sue Evenwel is the lead plaintiff from
northeastern Texas, and Greg Abbott is the governor of Texas and previously the attorney general.
Counting only voters or citizens eligible to vote
would cut out anyone under 18 and noncitizens,
including Latinos in the United States who are
undocumented or don’t have citizenship. Critics
say that including those people when calculating
districts dilutes the value of voters in some districts.
Compiled from Tribune News Service.
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Fundraising for Fuller
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Police talk man off bridge
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JMU community remembers former student through memorial and contests

The Harrisonburg Police Department responded to a man seen “erratically running” down
Evelyn Byrd Avenue toward Regal Cinemas
around 9:40 a.m. Wednesday morning. Shortly
afterward, he was reported on Reservoir Street,
threatening to jump off the bridge.
Several members of the HPD joined Master
Police Officer Martin had arrived on the scene
three minutes after the initial call. There they
found the man across the guardrail, hanging on
to the bridge. Upon seeing this, Martin immediately engaged the man in conversation.
At 9:55 a.m., the four officers were able to safely
remove the man from the edge and he was transported to Sentara RMH Hospital for evaluation.
“I’m very proud of our officers and their actions
to save the life of a man who obviously was a danger to himself and posed a danger to motorists,”
Police Chief Stephen Monticelli said. “Their ability
to devise a strategy and implement it quickly with
success is the essence of exemplary police work.”
LYNCHBURG

Liberty University allows
concealed weapons on campus
The campus weapons policy for Liberty
University has been amended by its Board of
Trustees to remove the total ban on firearms,
according to the university’s police department.
The policy change, which was made in light
of the trend regarding concealed weapons permits on college campuses, allows visitors with a
valid permit to carry their concealed weapons
on campus as they would off campus.
In addition, visitors can keep their weapons
in their locked cars and those who are a part of
the Liberty community and are over 21 can seek
permission from the Liberty police to carry concealed weapons on campus and store them in
their vehicles.
Faculty and staff members can also receive
permission to keep concealed weapons in
secured containers in their offices. Interested
individuals are able to store their weapons with
the Liberty Police, as well.
Students will not be allowed to carry or store
weapons in residence halls.

COURTESY OF SHELBY FULLER

Former JMU student Sheridan Fuller stands with the James
Madison statue near the Quad. Fuller lost his fight with leukemia.
By CAROLINE BRANDT
The Breeze

After a long battle lost to leukemia, Sheridan Fuller’s Chesapeake Hall dorm mates are keeping his memory alive.
Sheridan Fuller arrived late to 1787 August Orientation
week earlier this year due to flu-like symptoms and struggled with his health the first few days. He never made it to
his first day of classes and was hospitalized the following day,
on Sept. 2.
After wondering where their hallmate was for almost two
months, hallmates frequently asked their residential advisers, including one of Sheridan’s RAs, senior psychology major
Emily Taylor, where he was and when he was coming back.
“We didn’t know actually until The Breeze article came out
about it and what had been going on,” Taylor said.
Soon after, a Chesapeake Hall resident found a GoFundMe
page in Sheridan’s honor. “Hope 4 Sheridan” was created by
Shelby and her family in hopes of spreading Sheridan’s story

as well as raising money for medical expenses. Chesapeake
Hall began fundraising for Sheridan’s GoFundMe page when
they found out why he had been missing for so many weeks
in hopes of helping Sheridan get well soon. The page has currently raised $1,695.
Fuller was diagnosed with leukemia when he was 17. A
bone marrow transplant from his sister Shelby Fuller helped
prolong his life but complications arose resulting in severe
organ damage. Despite the odds, Sheridan made it out of the
hospital 84 days later.
However he was unable to finish his senior year at Henrico
High School in Richmond, Virginia, due to his fragile health
status. Instead, Sheridan worked with Homebound, a program that provides education to students who are unable to
return to school due to medical reasons.
Sheridan graduated high school with 4.3 GPA with honors
accolades, and was a Bill Gates Millennium Scholar. After
graduating, Sheridan planned to major in computer science
at JMU with an added interest in medicine and photography.
“He was keen on constantly learning and undertaking
new educational experiences, and he planned to combine
these two wants and use it to explore the realm of technology, medicine and photography,” Shelby said in an email.
“Sheridan planned to turn James Madison University into his
educational playground. After graduating from James Madison University, my brother planned to own his own computer
company and rival Steve Jobs and Bill Gates.”
However, this dream was cut tragically short.
After a long fight, Sheridan passed peacefully surrounded
by friends and family on Oct. 20, just 30 days before his 19th
birthday.
“I want Sheridan to be remembered as a fighter,” Shelby
said. “My goal in life is to make sure others hear about my
warrior of a brother and to maintain his legacy of unimaginable strength, unspeakable courage and unmatchable heart.”
Chesapeake Hall, Sheridan’s freshman dorm, is remembering him in just that way. Chesapeake residents and RAs
were deeply impacted by Sheridan’s passing, even though
they hadn’t known him for more than a few days due to his
severe illness.
“I did take it very hard even though I didn’t know him that
well,” Taylor said. “Just knowing that he was so young and he
had such a bright future ahead of him and everything just
made me very sad to know he had passed.”
After hearing and reacting to the news, the dorm organized
an impromptu candlelight memorial service in Sheridan’s
honor the day after he passed on Oct. 21. The East Campus
rock outside Chesapeake Hall was painted purple and gold
with purple hearts and in spray paint read, “We love you,” and
“4 Ever a Duke.” Sheridan’s hallmates then read some heartfelt
see SHERIDAN, page 4

Students consider alternatives to invest
App allows individuals to put spare change into the stock market

KELSEY HARDING / THE BREEZE

By BRIAN PRESLER
contributing writer

The idea of investing money may sound overwhelming to
some students, but a free app called “Acorns” aims to make
investing hassle-free as well as fee-free for college students
everywhere.
The inception of Acorns came about when co-founder Jeff
Cruttenden observed that his friends wanted to invest money
but couldn’t because they didn’t have the lump sum that was
needed to meet minimum balance requirements. With that
idea in mind, Jeff and his father Walter Cruttenden co-founded Acorns with the goal of democratizing investments.
Jeff graduated Magna cum laude from Lewis & Clark
College with a bachelor’s degree in mathematics. Walter
founded and served as the CEO of Cruttenden Roth as well
as E*Offering, which is an investment banking division of
ETrade.
Acorns was engineered to help individuals invest their

money in a safe and reliable way. The company recently
added a feature that waives all management fees and expenses for college students so that they can invest their excess
funds without having to worry about paying account fees.
The difference between using Acorns and investing in

“Acorns gives you the power to
start investing now and grow
your investment with small
frequent micro-investments.”
Taylor Dance

Acorns representative

individual stocks is that Acorns gives users the power to
invest any amount of money they want instead of paying a
large initial amount of money for a stock or mutual fund. The
app also spreads the amount invested between funds with
different risks, whereas putting money into a stock only carries with it the risk of the individual stock.
“Acorns gives you the power to start investing now and
grow your investment with small frequent micro-investments,” Acorns representative Taylor Dance said.
The app allows individuals to deposit money by either
rounding up to the dollar on every credit card transaction
until they reach $5 and then automatically depositing that $5
into a fund or by depositing any amount at any time.
JMU finance professor, Carl Ullrich, said he thinks the app
would be useful.
“If it makes kids think more about investing, then that right
there might be worth it. To me that’s worth a lot, Ullrich said.
see INVEST, page 4
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SHERIDAN | Residential advisers raise awareness through word of mouth
from page 3

words along with anyone else who wanted to speak.
“We tried to raise awareness and tell them [the residents] about
his passing and his fight that he had had for about a month in the
hospital and everybody was very willing to raise money,” Jenna
McFaddin, a sophomore biology major and Chesapeake 3A RA
said.
After word began to spread about Sheridan, McFaddin decided
she wanted to help with her sorority, Gamma Sigma Sigma.
The Gamma Sigma Sigma sorority made bracelets and sold them
on the commons and all proceeds went to Sheridan’s GoFundMe
page to help with medical and funeral expenses. The sorority raised
$100, which was donated to “Hope 4 Sheridan.”
“Sheridan’s dorm, Chesapeake Hall, and Gamma Sigma Sigma
sorority have been amazing throughout my family’s ordeal,” Shelby
said. “They took the initiative and reached out to me about wanting to honor Sheridan and dedicating an entire month to him.”
After more and more residents began to hear the news, all they
wanted to do was help Sheridan and his family. Chesapeake Hall

PLAN | Number of
shootings increasing
from front

Ethan Robinson, a junior geographic science major, shared
his opinion on mass shootings.
“The debate that comes after these shootings, and the
somewhat misleading statistics on the prevalence of mass
shootings takes away from the problem at hand,” Robinson
said. “In regards to the shootings that are caused by people
with mental illnesses, there needs to be more resources for
those who need it before they reach a fatal breaking point.”
According to Wyatt, JMU police conduct in-house training
several times a month in addition to the university regularly
conducting tabletop drills, where officials meet to discuss a
simulated emergency.
“With our own armed police force, we have more than 40
sworn law enforcement officers along with mutual aid agreements with other area agencies,” Wyatt said.
Wyatt reiterated that JMU has a campus-wide emergency
alert system that includes intercoms, sirens and text, phone
and email messaging.
“The university has designated areas of rescue assistance,
where there’s a direct line to campus police at the push of a
button,” Wyatt said.
Rachel Halterman, a junior geographic science major,
shared her feelings on the tragedy mass shootings bring.
“It’s hard for me to imagine the devastation the families
and friends feel,” Halterman said. “Our campus has a safe feel
because of the general region we are located in. If there ever
was an incident I wouldn’t know how to react. It seems almost
unspeakable because of the unsettling emotion it can cause.”
According to a Nov. 30 Washington Post article titled “There
have been 334 days and 351 shootings so far this year,” the
number of shootings up to the present in 2015 have exceeded
the total number of mass shootings in 2014. As stated in the
article The Mass Shooting Tracker, the source of the statistics, defines mass shootings as four or more people killed in
a shooting.
Last Wednesday there was a shooting in San Bernardino,
California, in which a couple opened fire at a holiday party,
killing 14 people and injuring 21.
Brooke Coursen, a sophomore integrated science and technology major spoke on the senseless act of killing innocent
people.
“I think it’s completely ridiculous,” Coursen said. “I don’t
understand how people can be so cruel and shoot so many
people that they don’t even know.”
With an increasing number of shootings occurring in very
public spaces comes an increased fear that it could happen
anywhere. At universities, students have concerns for safety
as they walk to and attend class.
Cory Stewart, a junior geographic science major, shared
his thoughts on this issue.
“It’s scary to think that it could happen anywhere,” Stewart
said. “You hear so much about what’s going on through the
news; it’s always going to be in the back of your mind that
something like this could happen.”
Todd Duerbeck, a sophomore intelligence analysis and
geographic science double major, believes JMU would have
a fast response time if a shooting on campus were to occur.
“Unfortunately and tragically these shootings can’t be prevented if someone has the mindset and the accessibility to
a gun,” Duerbeck said. “But I believe if it were to happen at
JMU, we would have a good response time and be able to
minimize the damage. ”
CONTACT Kayla Rini at rinikm@dukes.jmu.edu.

INVEST | JMU is in
top 100 campuses for
Acorn users
from page 3

But Ullrich also had some concerns about how the app
makes money to support itself when it doesn’t charge college
students any fees. He was also concerned about the credibility of the app.
“While many college students and those between 18 to 23
are investing with Acorns, they do not make up a majority
of our investors,” Dance said, when asked how the app supports itself financially.
Despite Ullrich’s concerns, he agrees with the platform the
app uses to invest money.
“Overall, it is a good strategy,” Ullrich said.
The platform works by pooling monies from investors into
diversified exchange-traded funds.
“Every Acorns portfolio has been constructed with
guidance from Harry Markowitz, the Nobel Prize winning
economist and father of Modern Portfolio Theory,” Dance
said.
He added that this ensures the funds will be allocated in a
way that minimizes risk and maximizes returns.
The app also utilizes an automated portfolio management
system, which was created by a team of mathematicians,
economists and engineers. The goal of the system is to
continuously balance the spread of money that is allocated between six funds in order to optimize returns for each
given level of risk.
Students on college campuses across the country are using
the app to invest their money and JMU is considered to be
one of the top 100 campuses for Acorns users, according to
Dance.
“Being an accounting major, my mind is clearly geared
towards that kind of stuff so I would definitely be interested,”
junior accounting major Joe Passariello said.
CONTACT Brian Presler at preslebe@dukes.jmu.edu.

residents made cards to send to Sheridan’s family with prayers, well
wishes and positive thoughts. After honoring Sheridan’s memory,
the residents began to think of ways they could fundraise for his
family and leukemia research.
The Chesapeake RAs and residents came up with a pie-in-theface “pass it along fundraiser,” where hallmates could pay $1 to pie
someone or $1 to get out of being pied.
“It was a fun fundraiser and a lot of people got into it,” Brian
Hernandez, sophomore engineering major and Sheridan’s other
RA said.
The dorm has raised over $60 from the fundraiser and it is still
ongoing. After the success of the first fundraiser, the dorm plans
to hold a penny wars to get more people involved. Chesapeake
Hall has reached out to Potomac and Shenandoah Hall in a Skyline competition on which dorm can collect the most change to
donate to Sheridan’s family.
“We’re trying to do things in his memory, like things we think
he would’ve liked and would’ve participated in,” McFaddin said.
Aside from the upcoming fundraisers, residents have donated
directly to the “Hope 4 Sheridan” GoFundMe page and have also

created their own Chesapeake Hall Relay For Life team in Sheridan’s honor that has currently raised $120.
Some of the money fundraised by the GoFundMe page is also
going toward a JMU scholarship in Sheridan’s honor.
“One of my brother’s dreams in life was to give back once he
became successful in his educational and career endeavors,” Shelby said.
Her family partnered with JMU to create the Sheridan DeShawn
Fuller Resilience Scholarship.
“Our goal is that with the help of the JMU community to pay it
forward to a lucky student at James Madison University who has
preserved through a personal hardship, not solely a medical hardship, and like my brother, showed resilience in the face of adversity.”
Even after the fundraising, the residents of Chesapeake Hall hope
to keep Sheridan’s memory alive.
“I just want them [Sheridan’s family] to know that even though
we didn’t know him for long that he will forever be a Duke and
forever be a part of our family,” Taylor said.
CONTACT Caroline Brandt at brandtcw@dukes.jmu.edu.
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America on the move

JMU professor looks back on biking history and its place in U.S. culture
By MICHAEL BETTER
The Breeze
Evan Friss is an assistant professor
in the history department and is in his
fourth year of teaching at JMU. Friss
has a master’s degree in history from
New York University and received his
Ph.D. in history from the Graduate Center at the City University of New York.
Friss also earned a Certificate of Archival Management from NYU. Friss’ new
book, “The Cycling City: Bicycles and
Urban America in the 1890s,” describes
how bicycles were once at the center of
the American culture. The book became
available earlier this fall.
CHELSEA GLOWACKI / THE BREEZE

Evan Friss is an assistant professor in the Department of History.

Why did you choose to study bicycles
and how they relate to cities, and

particularly during that time period?
I have always been interested in
... the history of cities. Of course, an
important component of cities and
how people live there is how they get
around. Transportation is an important
sub-theme for people who study urban
history. When I was in graduate school
I always rode my bike around ... it
was my main form of transportation,
so I came to like bicycles.
Were there any other big bicycling
groups in the 1890s besides the
League of American Wheelman?
There were tons of cycling clubs,
dozens in each big city. They would
typically be local and social in

character. Some of them would be
oriented around racing and training
and some were for wealthy people who
wanted to do something on a Saturday
and go for a ride. And some had a
political orientation to them, where
they would lobby politicians and that
kind of thing. The clubs tended to be
local and then there was this national
League of American Wheelmen, which,
at first, was king of a composite of
all of the local clubs. This was one
of the national voices, but at the
local level there were many more.

The entire Q&A can be found online at
breezejmu.org.
CONTACT Michael Better at
bettermd@dukes.jmu.edu.
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ERIN FLYNN | subject to change

So long (for now)
Well, we made it. All of us. Whether
I also want to challenge you — yes, you — the person who’s
you’re graduating in a couple weeks or reading this right now. Make sure that you’re doing something
in May, I’d like to personally congratulate you love — whether it’s writing, singing, creating works of art or
you. You’ve endured all-nighters (or making snow cones — and be involved in something that, when
for weaklings like me, half-nighters), you look back on graduation, you can be proud of.
frustrating moments, late-night trips to
I can honestly say that I’m so proud of the news section and
Starbucks or Sheetz and the occasional what it’s accomplished over the past year and a half. My writers,
meltdown.
if you’re reading this, I’m so proud of each and every one of you.
I began working at The Breeze 637
You all have grown so much and I know, beyond a shadow of
days ago and, honestly, on that first day, a doubt, that you’re all going to do amazing things. Please don’t
I had no idea how I was going to survive that year. I ended up ever lose your eagerness or your curiosity. Also, thank you to
staying eight months longer than I’d
all of you for enduring my late night texts
expected. Back then, I had no idea that
and phone calls asking you to make edits
Get
to
know
your
school.
my departure was going to be forced on
and confirm information for me.
Graduation comes faster
me by my graduation.
Thank you to everyone who made it
a success, including all of the editors I
In those 637 days — including 92
than
you
think,
and
make
worked with, my friends and family who
newspaper production days — I faced
sure that when you look
late nights that sometimes lasted until
supported me at the times I felt the most
2 a.m., last minute changes that no one back two, three, four or
frustrated and Bill Wyatt, JMU’s senior
director of community and university
would’ve expected, frustrating moments
even more years later, you
spokesman, who was always willing to
and stories that made chills run up my
spine.
answer last-minute questions on Sunday
can
see
and
remember
the
Anyone who’s written for or been in
afternoons.
charge of a news section would agree: changes that took place.
I’d also like to thank life editor Mike
it’s not an easy section to work for. But
Dolzer, who’s such a great friend and a true
they would also agree that it’s worth it.
sweetheart, and a special shoutout to my
Serving as an editor for the news
co-editor, Alyssa Miller, for putting up with
section of The Breeze has truly changed
me. Also, congratulations to Chris Kent for
me. Yes, it’s boosted my skills more than I thought possible, being named my successor. I know you and Alyssa are going
but it’s also challenged me to care, not just about news, but to do great things.
also about JMU, Harrisonburg and the world we’re living in.
Lastly, but certainly not least, I’d like to thank the school that
How can we, as students, say “JM(ILOVE)U” if we aren’t made me the person I am today. JMU, you’re so special to me
staying informed about the events taking place and issues and I’ve loved each and every experience that you’ve given me
over the past three-and-a-half years. I wouldn’t trade any of it
facing our campus?
As a journalist and a senior, let me give you some advice. Get for the world.
to know your school. Graduation comes faster than you think,
and make sure that when you look back two, three, four or even Erin Flynn is a senior writing, rhetoric and technical
more years later, you can see and remember the changes that communication and media arts and design double major.
Contact Erin at flynnen@dukes.jmu.edu.
took place.

NAHLA ABOUTABL | respect the riot

It’s not Islam, it’s Wahhabi Islam
Why it’s important to understand the difference

Political correctness has come to mean
withholding truth in order not to offend.
However, many people claiming to be against
political correctness have said many false and
outright bigoted statements that have nothing to
do with correctness and everything to do with
political gains.
I’d like to explain something I believe is crucial
to understand in our fight against terrorism.
What I say might be interpreted as far from
“politically correct,” but since it’s factual, I’d prefer you use the word
“correct.”
The question here is, “Does Islam promote terrorism?” My answer
to that will be both “yes” and “no.” But before you call me a self-hating
Muslim, take a moment to read the rest of this article.
No, Islam doesn’t promote terrorism because the religion as a
whole favors peace over war and violence and personal freedom over
coercion and servitude.
Yes, there are sects in Islam, however, that do promote a very
strict and violent interpretation of the Quran. This ideology, called
Wahhabism, sometimes associated with Salafism (another ultra
conservative sect), is used by Al-Qaeda, the Islamic State and the
general jihadi movement.
Wahhabism was founded in the 18th century in what is now Saudi
Arabia by Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab. Al-Wahhab sought to
purify Islam by strictly and literally interpreting the Quran, taking
history, culture and time period out of context. Anyone who doesn’t
agree with this sect of Islam, including other Muslims, were and still
are considered heretics or misguided at best.
According to the Islamic Supreme Council of America, Wahhabis
believe they’re permitted to kill or confiscate the wealth of anyone
outside their beliefs. This ideology stems from a group in early Islamic
history called the Kharijis, who, as a result of a political dispute,
believed any “sinner” was ultimately a disbeliever in God and should
be fought against or even killed. This ideology goes against the
mainstream teachings of Islam, but has obviously influenced Wahhabi
thought and jihadi terrorism.

Islam’s main messenger, the Prophet Mohamed, warned against
this sect, saying that they’re “the worst of mankind” and will shed
people’s blood and cause chaos and terror.
Now that you have a brief understanding of Wahhabi thought and
its origins, it would be useful to know that America is strong allies with
the strongest supporter of Wahhabism; a country that uses Wahhabi
thought as its governing ideology. Not only that, but this country has
exported its dangerous sect across the Middle East and Africa, as well
as around the world.
The country? Saudi Arabia, where Wahhabism is the predominant
faith.
It’s no coincidence that Saudi Arabia, much like the Islamic State,
beheads, kills and tortures people for having dissenting opinions.
It’s also no coincidence that WikiLeaks documents quoting Hillary
Clinton exposed Saudi donors as one of the main source of funding
for Sunni terrorist organizations.
Now, to be fair, not all followers of Islam, or even Wahhabi thought,
are terrorists. It should also be noted that terrorism is influenced by
other factors, such as disenfranchisement, alienation, economic
deprivation, a lack of proper education and wars that have killed many
innocent civilians. That should be obvious by now. But it does us no
good to ally ourselves with a theological monarchy that aligns itself
with the same ideology that inspires terrorism (the victims of which are
mostly Muslim) while claiming to have an effective counterterrorism
strategy.
So if President Barack Obama is reading this article, no, sir, your
strategy of containing and bombing jihadi terrorism into oblivion
has failed the world and has done little to save the lives of thousands
of innocent individuals. Obama’s speech from the Oval Office on
Sunday, although very warm, did little to comfort me, as well as
many other Americans, that we’re moving in a positive direction in
the supposed “war on terror.” The least we can do is re-think our ties
with an authoritarian regime that, like ISIS, beheads people in public
for simple offenses.
Nahla Aboutabl is a senior international affairs major. Contact
Nahla at aboutnm@dukes.jmu.edu.

A “thanks” pat to the fellow
alumni in my section for cheering
on the Dukes at the football game
on Saturday.
From someone who was glad you
were there to help take out some of
the sting in the loss to Colgate.
Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

An “extra-toppings-please” pat
to Domino’s for all the discounted
pizza last week.
From a senior who could finally
afford extra chicken.

Editorial
Policies
The Breeze
1598 S. Main Street
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
breezeopinion@gmail.com

An “I-don’t-want-to-leaveyet” dart to the concept of time for
telling me I have to graduate soon.
From a senior who loves this place
too much to leave it.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.

An “insert-crying-emoji-here”
dart to PC Dukes for switching from
the clear soy sauce packets to the
red and black ones.
From a staff member who enjoyed
the wheat-free variety all semester
and had to forego sushi because of
the change this week.

Serving James Madison University Since 1922

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WAYNE EPPS JR.
MANAGING EDITOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LAUREN HUNT
NEWS EDITOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ERIN FLYNN
NEWS EDITOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ALYSSA MILLER
OPINION EDITOR. . . . . . . . . . . . . .ASHLEIGH BALSAMO
LIFE EDITOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ROBYN SMITH

6

|

letter to the editor

Don’t judge a
book by it’s cover
The Muslim single story, which is an idea that we
associate stereotypes to different cultures based on
what we believe they’re like, has been one of fear and
misunderstanding. I know many people who don’t even
know the first thing about Muslim culture because they
only associate the term with terrorism as portrayed by
media. This has a huge impact on society.
To think that some people don’t wish to even learn the
true aspects of a culture because they’re fearful is very
upsetting. Typically, when a society views something with
fear, it takes that fear and turns it into violence. Violence
can be simply looking at someone with blatant distrust or
just ignoring them completely, speaking against them on
social media or even acting out against them physically.
Degrading speech is disrespectful by peers, but entirely
unacceptable by professors or bosses. Single stories are
difficult in this way because people who you encounter
already have a perception about you based off your
clothing, your actions or those they see you with. Change
is necessary for all parts of society.
We need to see people as individuals and not judge
them based on what we think they are, but on our
interactions with them. Diversity can make this nation
truly great once people accept everyone as human and
unique, rather than “nonhuman” and generalized as a
group.
Samantha Young is a junior health sciences major.

ZACHARIAH KARP

|

letter to the editor

JMU and the SGA
got it wrong
To JMU, your decision to not allow Into Hymn to sing at
the Unity Tree lighting was wrong. It’s unconstitutional,
contradictory and it doesn’t represent the spirit of the
students here. The Constitution is clear in its dealing with
religion and its place in American society: “Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”
This amendment doesn’t bar religious activities to
occur in state-sanctioned institutions or public events.
It encourages religious observance as long as the state
doesn’t “respect” one religion over another religion. While
other groups were allowed to perform secular songs, Into
Hymn wasn’t allowed to sing a Christian song, and thus
they were effectively stripped of their right to free exercise.
The SGA responded by saying that the “event has to be
secular because it is a university event and thus a state
sanctioned event,” and according to WHSV-TV, the “SGA
said it has always been a policy to make [the Unity Tree
lighting] a non-religious event to make it inclusive for all
students.”
However, by excluding Into Hymn, who only showcases
Christian songs, from performing at the Unity Tree
lighting, you aren’t being inclusive in your decision, and
you’ve set a precedent to not allow any other religious
group on campus to be able to express their faiths.
This is the complete opposite of unity and inclusivity,
and it comes at the unfortunate cost of political correctness.
Why has our institution of higher learning become a place
for us to grow timid in expressing our beliefs? Why are we
being taught to abandon our rights because of the fear of
possibly offending someone?
Please don’t misunderstand — I love you, and this is my
home. You’ve done an amazing job in helping us grow and
teaching us to “be the change.”
And the time has come to make that change.
I’m calling on you, JMU, to reverse your decision and
allow Into Hymn to sing at future events. I stand with my
fellow Dukes and urge to you to do the right thing, the truly
constitutional thing.
In the words of Theodore Roosevelt, “In any moment of
decision, the best thing you can do is the right thing, the
next best thing is the wrong thing, and the worst thing you
can do is nothing.”
Zachariah Karp is a junior communications major.

A “way-to-selectively-supportdiversity” dart to JMU for finally
hosting a Hanukkah celebration
while simultaneously censoring
Christmas songs from the lighting
of the tree (formerly known as the
Unity Tree, formerly known as the
Christmas tree, soon to be known
as That Dead Piney Thing on the
Quad).
From a JMU community member
who believes that James Madison’s
common sense should prevail at
his namesake institution of “higher
learning.”

A “you’re-the-world’s-bestboss” pat to Carrie Wood.
From the student workers who are
eternally grateful for your leadership
and finals week survival kit.
A “your-logic-is-illogical” dart
to JMU and the SGA for inviting a
self-professed Christian a cappella
group to perform and telling them
not to sing Christian songs.
From an employee who can
somewhat understand JMU using
the sprinklers to water the grass
when it’s raining, but is stumped by
this one.
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SATIRICAL NEWS COLUMN

Bus doors blocked?
HDPT recommends exiting through windows
By MATT MURPHY
The Breeze

The biggest pain in public bus transportation is when someone has the audacity
to try and exit at a stop, requiring you to move out of the way of the door. No one
seems to understand the sanctity of standing in the area right in front of the door,
where moving out of the way for exiting passengers is a recipe for chaos. That’s why
the Harrisonburg Department of Public Transportation has started to recommend
trapped customers break the windows of its buses and climb out at its stops.
“We don’t want to infringe on the right of any passenger to remain standing right
in front of the only entry and exit points to our vehicles,” an HDPT spokesperson
said. “We understand it can be scary to step off the bus for a moment; I mean who
knows what’s out there. So we think it’s a good idea if people just start smashing the
windows and climbing out if someone is blocking the door.”
The HDPT suggests carrying blunt objects to break through the glass if such an
impediment were to occur. Additionally, it advises passengers not to provoke anyone
standing in front of a bus door since they may become emotionally distraught at the
thought of having to step off the bus for a moment to let everyone out.

MATT D’ANGELO | speaks for itself

We get it,
you’re stressed
Students need to stop complaining about finals
Recently, there’s been a
collection of terror attacks
that’ve changed the lives
of people around the
globe.
And yet today, it would
appear that it’s business
as usual for JMU students.
That’s not to say that our
perception has been
numbed by the “JMU bubble.” Obviously
students care about the world’s happenings
— this is a liberal arts university that fosters
the intellectual development of productive
citizens who not only care about the events
that happen throughout our world, but also
think deeply about them.
Instead, business has suddenly returned
to “usual” because students have to shift
their outward focus away from the events
that trigger this educated review of personal
beliefs and toward a week of — what most
of us believe — will be supreme, painstaking
hell.
Finals are
upon us and
it seems as
though it’s all
any of us can
talk about.
The end
of this week
marks the
unofficial start
of students’
descent into
study mode.
This painful
mode plagues
students on
all college
campuses and
usually results
in a disgruntled
mass of
individuals who
only leave their
work for a meal, KELSEY HARDING / THE BREEZE
and maybe a
brief moment of decompression. However,
this sacred moment of decompression —
one that allows students to separate from the
ever-hollowing grind — is often plagued by
something just as miserable as taking final
exams: talking about finals week.
But wait, why are conversations about
finals week a bad thing? Shouldn’t students
be focused on finishing their semester strong?
These are both valid questions; however,
they don’t accurately reflect the type
of conversations I’m referring to. It’s so
frustrating running into people on campus
the week before finals, because all anyone
wants to talk about is how miserable they are.
“How bad do you have it?” It seems that
every finals week, everyone I talk to launches
themselves into a battle royale for who’s
enduring the most scholastic pain. I say this
not to pass judgement — this is a problem
that I, too, play into all too frequently (Let me
tell you about last semester’s finals week! It
was the worst of my college career!).

Rather, I say this to illuminate the fact that
finals week perpetuates an attitude among
students that makes the week that much
worse — no one can truly get away from the
pressure of finals because we all play into the
vicious cycle of negative finals talk.
I’m not saying that our pain isn’t valid,
nor am I trying to advocate for students to
ignorantly act like everything is fine — it’s
OK to be in a bad mood. It just seems to me
that, based on the recent tragedies that have
rocked the globe, our pain should be a little
bit less vocal.
This is JMU’s finals week. This isn’t
intoxicating Chinese smog or Indonesian
peat fires (which have been raging across
the country for the past six months). It’s not
anything even closely comparable to the
terrorist attacks that have affected Paris,
Colorado Springs, San Bernardino and
millions of people around the globe.
This hyperbole shouldn’t communicate
what JMU students necessarily believe about
their academic troubles. Instead, it should
communicate
the way that
we dramatize
some of our
responsibilities
to our peers
(myself
included).
Sadly, even
after our week
of studying
through meals
and stressful
test taking, we’ll
return home
having learned
something that
our finals didn’t
intend to teach
us.
Amid the
terror attacks
and scary
pollution
occurrences
that’ve changed our perception of the world,
what will be done to prevent them from
occurring again?
As the generation on the cusp of adulthood,
it’s our responsibility to vote and organize to
create effective change that’ll prevent any of
these terrible events from occurring again.
Unfortunately for us, finals week provides
us with the perfect buffer to teach us the
valuable lesson that once things settle down
and people go back to their lives, meaningful
change still may not occur.
Maybe trying to focus on other aspects of
our lives is an effective way to cope with the
madness. Or maybe it’s a sad reality that our
society and generation care deeply about
effective change, but don’t take effective
action toward making these desired changes
a reality.
Matt D’Angelo is a junior media arts and
design major. Contact Matt at danglemv@
dukes.jmu.edu.

“We’re trying to make everyone’s bus riding experience as painless as possible,”
HDPT assured. “The windows are way larger than the doors anyway, so just use
those. In the future we’re hoping to eliminate the stigma against people that don’t
want to walk all the way to the back of the bus to make way for incoming passengers
too, among other improvements.”
It’s hard living in a bustling city like Harrisonburg, and being enslaved to the daily
episodes of onboarding and offboarding by self-centered bus passengers who “need
to get off at this stop.” The best part of the bus-riding experience is standing in the
same spot and refusing to move, and no patron of this city’s public transportation
should have to give that experience up.
These sorts of improvements mean progress, and HDPT is just trying to keep up
with the fast pace of this university’s development. Just keep in mind when someone
won’t let you off at your stop because their large and unmoving frame is in the way,
it’s not because they’re too consumed with their own ego. It’s simply because they
don’t feel like it. If you ever start to feel upset at one of these bus riders, just smile
and shatter the glass next to you with the bottom of an umbrella.
CONTACT Matt Murphy at murph4ma@dukes.jmu.edu.

GRACE BLACKBURN | caffeinated concepts

The power of words
In today’s world, it’s
commonplace to hear
unkind comments
on a daily basis.
Newer methods of
communication, like
texting and social
media, make it easy for
people to say hurtful
things without a second
thought, and we’re taught to accept it as
normal.
We’ve all heard the old saying about sticks
and stones. As a society, we place value
on being thick-skinned, maintaining selfconfidence no matter what other people
say about us. And so we berate ourselves
if an errant comment lingers in our minds,
thinking that to allow something as
inconsequential as another’s words bother
us is a sure sign of weakness.

To say that words can’t hurt
a person is naive at best and
manipulative at worst.

Language is sometimes seen as
an inconsequential threat because it
represents concepts rather than physical
manifestations. But words do matter,
because language is how we make the
intangible tangible. Without words,
we would have little mechanism to
communicate the mind.
When we disregard our speech as
irrelevant to other people’s welfare,
we forget one of our essential needs as
human beings — bonding with each
other. Relationships are formed with
communication, which is facilitated
primarily through language. Words are how
we share our experiences and broaden our

perspectives of the world.
To say that words can’t hurt a person is
naive at best and manipulative at worst.
We’re often told to turn the other cheek
to others’ callous comments as if maturity
means pretending we no longer experience
emotion. But ignoring verbal cruelty merely
masks the issue and allows unacceptable
behavior to continue unchecked.
When we use harsh language, we tear
down each other’s collective potential. A
simple degradation might compound in
someone’s mind until it becomes a nagging
reminder of perceived incompetence.
Language amplifies our thoughts, in a
way that what one person might think is a
passing comment can solidify the recipient’s
negative self-perception.
Alternatively, positive language can have
the opposite effect. We’ve all experienced
a boost in productivity or motivation after
receiving affirmation of our abilities. The
same is true for giving compliments; it
makes us feel good to make others feel good.
We never know what people might be
going through at a given point in their lives.
When we snap at someone or say something
rude, we may think it has little effect, but
if you add a sharp comment to an already
critical internal dialogue, it can become
overwhelming.
Sometimes, a gesture is necessary to
comfort someone, but often all a person
who’s struggling needs is to feel valued.
In this way, words can create a sense of
community — a simple “good morning”
or “have a nice day” can be enough to turn
someone’s day around.
What I’m saying is, let’s try to be nicer in
our choice of words to each other. Language
shapes our interactions, and the way we
choose to use it can significantly color the
way we perceive our lives.
Grace Blackburn is a junior media arts
and design major. Contact Grace at
blackbge@dukes.jmu.edu.

HAYLEY MOORE | historical nonfiction

recommendation of the week
TV: “Jessica Jones” (2015 - Present)
1 season (all on Netflix)
Ritter completely shines with the
After the success of Neflix’s first Marvel
character. From someone who was a little
show “Daredevil,” the streaming site has
unsure about how her performance would
returned with the next of the studio’s four
be, I was completely blown away and I
series installments, “Jessica Jones.”
quickly became attached to the character
The series follows title character Jessica
and wanted nothing more than for her to get
Jones (Krysten Ritter), a former superhero,
justice. Another aspect of
whose career only ended in
the show worth mentioning
tragedy.
is David Tennant, who plays
Suffering from postthe antagonist, Kilgrave.
traumatic stress disorder,
Many may remember him
she tries to rebuild her life
as the 10th incarnation of
in New York City operating
the Doctor from “Doctor
as a private investigator.
Who,” but forget everything
However, her life is shaken
you know about him.
once more when the very
This character is darker,
person who caused her so
grittier and a complete sick
much pain reappears. Jessica
psychopath. His character is
has to decide whether or not
nothing short of fascinating.
to confront her past, telling
Like “Daredevil,” the
the audience in a narration
show is very dark in content
that “knowing it’s real means
and deals with topics
you gotta make a decision.
such as rape and assault.
One, keep denying it. Or two
I wouldn’t recommend
... do something about it.”
binge-watching this show
Spoiler alert: she does
all in one sitting. Each
something about.
KELSEY HARDING / THE BREEZE
episode, with all of its
Jessica isn’t your typical
twists and reveals, is very
superhero character and
emotionally draining. Despite this, it’s well
that’s what I love so much about this series.
worth the watch and will have you hooked
She’s sarcastic, a hard drinker and a little bit
within the first episode.
of a jerk. She’s not trying to save the day and
“Jessica Jones” is proof that Marvel will
be a hero. Her goal is just to make it to the
continue to deliver with its shows on Netflix.
next day.
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Call now about our awesome holiday specials!
NOW SHOWING
MARVEL

AT THIS...

Coming to Foxhills Townhomes for 2016-17 Leases
1. Water Included
2. Electric with cap included
3. Gym membership included
4. Basic internet included
5. Basic cable included

1627 Devon Lane
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
504-432-5525 — 540-432-5592
sfurr@umicommunities.com — www.umicommunities.com

Life

NEED SOME GIFT IDEAS?
We’re here to help. Check out our gift guides at breezejmu.org.
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Winter foods bring joy to chilly students
Food columnist brings her favorite seasonal goods to the table

PHOTOS BY TANNER LESLIE / THE BREEZE

From left: Starbucks Peppermint Mocha, Peppermint Oreos, Cheetos Sweetos Cinnamon Sugar Puffs, International Delight Frosted Sugar Cookie Liquid Coffee Creamer and the Starbucks
Peppermint Hot Cocoa Packets — favorites of food columnist Emma Korynta that are available at most grocery stores. The Puffs are no longer available at Wal-Marts around the country.

By EMMA KORYNTA
The Breeze

I guess you could say I’m known for liking food; many people even call me by my
Twitter handle, “emmalikesfood,” instead of my real name. Of all the seasons for special foods, winter is my absolute favorite. If I see that something comes in peppermint,
I’m all over it. This winter season, I decided to take a closer look at some old classics
and potential new favorites.
Starbucks Peppermint Mocha
$3.95



I started with a classic. Honestly, I had tried this drink before and it’s
always been a favorite of mine. While I’m a total coffee addict, the Starbucks Peppermint Mocha is the perfect way to get a dose of caffeine but
feel like you’re drinking hot chocolate. The peppermint shot is a perfect
zip to complement the rich chocolate. This is my go-to, and I highly recommend it.
Peppermint Oreos
$2.98

them at least four stars. To put it simply, these taste like cinnamon fritters combined with rather large cheerios. The Sweetos are large circles
that are the fluffy consistency of Cheetos Puffs, but with a light coating
of cinnamon sugar instead of the cheese powder. They were addictive and
certainly got better the more that I ate them, but they didn’t blow me
away. If you want to try them, you’ll likely have to try to find them next
year, because they’re already out of stock for the season in Wal-mart.
International Delight Frosted Sugar Cookie Liquid Coffee Creamer
$2.98



Like I said, I love coffee. A good coffee is enhanced even more by good
creamer, but this creamer was just shy of greatness. I don’t know what I
quite expected from a sugar cookie flavor, but unless you find yourself saying the phrase, “I like my creamer with a little bit of coffee,” this creamer
doesn’t taste too much different from a vanilla or neutral sweet flavor. It’s
good, but nothing special.
Starbucks Peppermint Hot Cocoa Packets
$6.99





If you’re looking for a snack to pair with your Peppermint Mocha, this
is it. The peppermint is present and well-executed, but I felt the need to
eat the cookie as a whole instead of separating the two halves like I would
with regular Oreos. While they definitely didn’t miss the mark, I was hoping for a little more of a powerful peppermint. If you don’t like regular
Oreos, stay far away from these sweet snacks.

This was a bit of a splurge for me, but I couldn’t resist. The box set is
sold in Starbucks, as well as outside businesses, and contains eight packets of a caffeine-free version of the Peppermint Mocha, just add milk. I
think the only thing that kept this hot chocolate from being totally perfect
was the fact that I had to make it myself. The bits of peppermint in the
hot chocolate were delightful to come across, and I felt like I was returning to my childhood while drinking it.

Cheetos Sweetos Cinnamon Sugar Puffs
$3.29

All in all, winter foods never fail to impress me. Nothing puts you more in the holiday spirit quite like that indulgence in seasonal sweets.

I think if I didn’t know these were a form of Cheetos, I would’ve given

Emma Korynta is a sophomore media arts and design major. Contact
Emma Korynta at korynten@dukes.jmu.edu.



The ‘Scandalous’ son
Former JMU professor explores the history of one of America’s oldest celebrity children
By KATE HAWKINS
contributing writer

Bigler chooses to approach Todd’s story in a narrative style with engaging
history lessons sprinkled in. Each chapter starts out with italicized historical context that serves as the backdrop to Todd and the Madisons’ lives and
The phrase “rags to riches” sometimes comes to mind when thinking then smoothly ties in the interesting stories surrounding them. The book
about the American Dream. Philip Bigler, a former JMU professor and stu- spans from Todd’s birth in 1792 until his death in 1852 and is divided into
dent, historian and 1998 National Teacher of the Year award recipient, boldly decade-long increments by chapter.
explores another dimension of this: the pressure one faces in being the child
“Payne had successfully mastered the ability to deceive people by using
of a famous founding father. In his ninth book, “Scandalous Son: The Elusive his wit, charm and status, and good looks to impress,” Bigler writes. “His
Search for Dolley Madison’s Son, John Payne Todd,” Bigler recounts the story parents were frustrated by his lack of ambition and were desperate for him
to settle down and find a career.”
of James Madison’s alcoholic, “elusive” stepson.
Todd continuously used his status to impress people and get the luxuries
Todd’s life is presented as a parable of what can happen when someone
takes their status for granted and engages in self-destructive behavhe wanted throughout the story, costing them thousands of dollars. James
ior. He lets down the Madison family’s legacy and then goes from
even had to bail him out of debtors prison a couple times.
“rags to riches to rags,” as Bigler puts it. “Scandalous Son” is an
James lamented in a private writing about how he was “not
engaging portrait of the immense pressure the children of
prepared for a heavy demand for the expenscelebrities face in upholding their parents’ fame and
es of J.P. Todd.” Montpelier ultimately was
how they often turn to toxic outlets.
sold shortly after James passed away
“So much is lost to history
in 1836 because of the financial
if you don’t preserve it,” Bigissues Todd caused.
ler said. “Think of the three
Todd tried to backtrack his
great tragedians Aeschylus,
money squandering by building
Sophocles and Euripides,
his own estate that was equaland how so many of their
ly as grand as Montpelier,
plays have disappeared.
Toddsberth, in Orange CounIt’s so important to prety, Virginia, which is nearby.
serve the past because
He tried scheming business
once it’s gone, it’s lost
ventures in silk and marble at
forever.”
Toddsberth, but nothing proved
He said he was drawn to how
successful.
a human’s life was trimmed
Now the land that was
down to no more than a couple
Toddsberth is now barren, and
sentences in all of the history
there’s no evidence of any of
books. Bigler took this as a chalthe structures that used to stand
lenge to fill in this missing piece about
there except one cloudy piece
of film from the Depression era
James’ life. It became his retirement projshowing the property’s rotunda, a
ect, taking him five years to put all the pieces
together.
humble-looking wooden structure.
DRAWING COURTESY OF BERNADETTE FITZGERALD
Bigler was the director of the James Madison Center, Senior Bernadette Fitzgerald drew a rendering
While writing his book, Bigler enlisted the help of
a center dedicated to sparking JMU students’ interest of Toddsberth, John Payne Todd’s estate.
JMU student Bernadette Fitzgerald, a senior art hisin their university’s namesake. The center is no longer
tory and studio art major, to provide the first clear
in existence, but during his ninth and final year in charge in 2010, Bigler took image of Toddsberth. Her drawing is now featured as part of the museum
special note of Todd’s peculiar case. Todd would frequently leave James and at Montpelier and symbolizes the importance of creative collaboration
Dolley to go on various escapades of drinking heavily, gambling and picking between students and teachers.
up women. Because he would hardly ever write home, there isn’t enough
The Toddsberth rotunda, with less beautiful architecture and worse infrafirst-hand evidence to make a biography about him.
structure than Montpelier, represents the downside of being a legacy to the
Bigler’s former history professor while he was at JMU, Lee Congdon, cred- Father of the Constitution, a spoiled child of a celebrity. Overall, “Scandalous
its Bigler with “placing the life of a rather disagreeable man in historical Son” is a refreshing take on an integral period of the U.S. forming as a nation.
context, in that way he sheds new light on a famous American marriage and
a pivotal era in the nation’s past.”
CONTACT Kate Hawkins at hawki2ka@dukes.jmu.edu.
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‘Creed’ is a total knockout
The newest addition to the ‘Rocky’ franchise packs a passionate punch

COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Michael B. Jordan (left), who plays Adonis “Donnie” Johnson, embraces Tessa Thompson, who plays his girlfriend, an aspiring singer named Bianca. Sylvester Stallone also stars in the film.

By ASHLEIGH BALSAMO AND KELSEY HARDING
The Breeze

Motorcycles and four-wheelers speed down the Philadelphia street as Donnie Johnson sprints alongside them. The
shot goes from
regular pace to
“Creed”
slow motion,
ending at the

Front Street
PG-13 123 min.
Gym in North
Starring Michael B. Jordan, Sylvester
Philly where
Stallone
Johnson has
been training
for the past six months. The music is hardcore, tensions
are high and Johnson finishes with the signature “Rocky”
air punch. This scene may just be the most iconic of the
film, and could be considered one of the best in “Rocky”
franchise history.
This is the tone throughout “Creed” — intense, yet
inspirational.
For those of you (like us) who have never watched any
of the “Rocky” movies, don’t let the connection dissuade
you. While it fits into the canon of the story, “Creed” stands
strongly on its own.
The film follows the tale of Adonis “Donnie” Johnson
(played by Michael B. Jordan), the illegitimate son of the
legendary Apollo Creed, Rocky Balboa’s (played by Sylvester

Stallone) friend and greatest competition, as he trains to
become a champion boxer — without the help of his family name.
After quitting his day job in Los Angeles and moving
to Pennsylvania, Johnson finds the family ties he’s been
searching for in his “Unc,” Rocky. The two train together
in anticipation for Johnson’s first major professional fight.
While boxing is one of the main themes of the film, its
roots go much deeper than that. What Johnson’s never had
and what Balboa’s already lost, family, is just as important
to the story. The instant bond between the two walled-off
men is heartwarming and comes naturally to Jordan and
Stallone.

While boxing is one of the main
themes of the film, its roots
go much deeper than that.

Although most would probably argue that the “Rocky”
movies have run their course, “Creed” brings a freshness
to the story, one that leaves viewers wanting more. You
may think you know how it’s going to end or what some of
the pivotal scenes are — insert famous stair scene here —
but you have no idea what you’re getting yourself into. You

might have questions now, but we won’t answer them for
you. You have to find out for yourself.
The passion in this movie is undeniable, from both the
characters and the actors themselves. We laughed, we cried
and we sat on the edge of our seats for a large portion of the
film — and we weren’t the only ones. The entire theater was
full of men and women of all ages doing the exact same
thing, and the movie ended with a round of applause from
the audience as the credits started to roll.
“Creed” explores the idea that blood isn’t always thicker
than water, and that, sometimes, the fight doesn’t have to
be an individual one. While Johnson’s original goal is to find
a trainer in his late father’s old opponent, he and Balboa
grow to lean on each other and fight the good fight together.
From the moment Balboa decides to train Johnson and
let him move into his home — and his life — their relationship takes a turn showcased by the classic “Rocky” training
montage, chasing chickens and all. Jordan and Stallone’s
powerful, realistic performances set this movie apart and
create a perfect chapter in this ever-growing story.
You won’t want to miss this movie. The story is real, the
characters are honest and it shows that boxing has always
been more than just boxing itself.
Ashleigh Balsamo is a senior media arts and design
major and Kelsey Harding is a senior graphic
design major. Contact Ashleigh and Kelsey at
breezeopinion@gmail.com.

DAIRY | Professor
CAC | Students lean on each other for support
brings fieldwork to class

CHELSEA GLOWACKI / THE BREEZE

Megan Tracy travels between China and the U.S. for her research.
from front

conversational class style with hands-on work. This fall’s
Anthropology of Food class, ANTH 300, has actually been
doing work with local food markets as their introduction
into fieldwork.
“Since she does a lot of fieldwork, our class kind of did
our own fieldwork to the farmer’s market, Allison Komara,
a senior anthropology major, said. “I had never done that
before, in a class before.”
By implementing real-world experience into the classroom, Tracy is able to spark interest in her students, as well
as prepare them for their future jobs.
“We would look at her notes from China,” Komara said.
“So she would teach us how we should take field notes.”
For Tracy, fieldwork in China meant visiting different conferences, workshops, farms and businesses and evaluating
their use of regulations.
“We were looking at the kinds of techniques that were
implemented,” Tracy said. “We looked at things like record
keeping, documentation and actual implementation of the
best practices of the industry.”
Tracy found interest specifically in food and has been
able to adapt those interests to her work. Especially with
her project in China, she took part in hands-on work in a
country of interest. All of this led Tracy to many fun and
new experiences.
Specifically in China, dairy parlors would hang their
municipal regulations on the walls. They were made of large
sheets of metal, which is something entirely different than
any U.S. parlor would do.
“Regulations don’t always seem like the most exciting
thing to study, but it is exciting,” Tracy said. “Those kinds
of moments I think were really quite interesting.”
CONTACT Maddelynne Parker at
parkermn@dukes.jmu.edu.

DANIEL STEIN / THE BREEZE

Taylor Woller, a senior interdisciplinary liberal studies major and president of Colleges Against Cancer, poses with James Madison’s statue.
from front

who have either survived cancer or
were the caregivers of someone who
went through the battle to open up to
one another and relieve some stress.
Ryan Stallman, a freshman public policy major and CAC member,
joined the club after his grandmother died of ovarian cancer a few years
ago. He was with her during her final
moments. Seeing what this disease
did to his entire family motivated
him to make a change in this world.
“Cancer is a horrid sickness; I
want to be a part of ending it,” Stallman said. “It may just be one club,
but the people I’m working with
are genuine, passionate and loving.
We will do all we can to ensure that
cancer on this campus and in this
community will not go unnoticed.
I joined to be the change I want to
see.”
DANIEL STEIN / THE BREEZE

Anna Wahlstrom (left), a junior health services administration major, with Woller.

CONTACT Natalie Lavery at
laveryna@dukes.jmu.edu.

Sports

The Semester’s Ending
Sports aren’t. Stay updated by following
@TheBreezeSports on Twitter.
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Ryan Maglio, place kicker

Austin Lane, offensive lineman

Deane Cheatham, tight end
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Looking back on their legacy
Three JMU football seniors reflect on their careers with head coach Everett Withers
By Bennett Conlin
The Breeze

In a season filled with both highs and lows, it may be easy for JMU
football faithfuls to lose track of all the accomplishments made in
the early stages of the Everett Withers era. Despite the way the season ended, Withers has compiled an 18-7 record that includes two
postseason appearances in his two seasons at the helm of the Dukes.
Much of this success comes from the willingness of the 11 players
in this year’s senior class to buy into Withers’ philosophy.
“They really tested us and tested our ability to stay focused and be
driven as student athletes,” redshirt senior offensive lineman Austin Lane said. “Coach Withers has brought a lot more structure to
the program and it makes me really proud to say that I’m still here
as part of his vision.”
Many players didn’t stick around once Withers came to town and
replaced former head coach Mickey Matthews.
“He wanted to start over and build the program up from the bottom,” redshirt senior tight end Deane Cheatham said. “Not a lot of
players stayed, I think only six of this year’s current seniors held
over.”

While going through the change from Matthews to Withers was
a shock to the system for some players, the ones who bought into
Withers’ system are happy with the results.
“Going through some coaching changes and seeing this place
kind of flipped around, culturally for us, was definitely a struggle at
the beginning,” redshirt senior kicker Ryan Maglio said. “Obviously,
it turned out great.”
Switching from coach to coach can provide a challenge for many,
but in Maglio’s case, the new coaching staff gave him a once-in-alifetime chance.
“For me it was a dream come true, because he’s the one who gave
me a chance to start, he gave me a scholarship,” Maglio said. “He’s
the reason why I was able to play the past two seasons.”
The senior class grew closer through the years as it had a number of key victories as well as its fair share of gut-wrenching defeats
and lost opportunities.
“This season specifically, we had a lot of opportunities that we
didn’t capitalize on,” Cheatham said. “It’s disheartening, but also
rewarding in the long run. You learn from it and continue to grow
and get better.”
Even with some difficult losses, their enduring commitment to

the program has helped form a unique bond between the seniors.
“A lot of the memories are just the guys, the friendships that I’ve
made, the relationships I’ve formed that are just gonna last a lifetime,” Lane said. “It’s a different kind of bond when you’ve played
with people for so long and you do everything together.”
This season ranks among the best that many of the seniors have
ever experienced. Whether it was ESPN’s “College Gameday” coming to town, a win over a Football Bowl Subdivision opponent in
Southern Methodist University, a share of the conference championship or a national seed heading into the playoffs, the seniors
understand they were part of a historic season at JMU.
“This season was really special to me because of the fact that I was
able to be a part of the No. 1 offense in the country, we were able
to win the conference and I was really just able to play with some
great players that I can call my brothers,” Lane said. “I was just really
happy to be part of something that’s gonna go down in JMU history.”
Contact Bennett Conlin at conlinbf@dukes.jmu.edu.

Closing the
books on 2015
An overview of JMU football’s season in this
year’s final Four Downs of the Week
By Matt Weyrich
The Breeze

JMU (9-3, 6-2 Colonial Athletic Association)
saw its season come to a close Saturday afternoon with a 44-38 loss to Colgate University in
the second round of the 2015 Division I Football
Championship Subdivision playoffs at Bridgeforth Stadium. Still, JMU enjoyed its second
straight year of playoff football, as well as its best
start to a season in school history — all on its way
to one of the best offensive seasons the program
has ever seen. Here’s a look back on the recordsetting season and a look ahead to the years to
come.

1. Vad Lee to go down as one of the best
Despite only playing in eight games this season, redshirt senior quarterback Vad Lee led the
offense to a record-setting season. Lee finished
the year completing 164 of 240 passes for 2,190
yards with 21 touchdowns and 10 interceptions,
while adding another 870 yards and eight touchdowns on the ground on his way to winning the
CAA Offensive Player of the Year Award.
Lee represents the 16th player in program history to receive a major conference award, and
only the fourth ever Duke to be recognized as the
top offensive player. Although his season ended
earlier than expected, he still managed to set
numerous JMU records along the way, including
career passing touchdowns (51), single-season
passing yards (3,462) and most rushing yards in
a game (276). He finished second in total offense

(7,527) and third in both passing yards (5,652) and
completions (446) in JMU program history.
Lee’s limelight perhaps shined the brightest on
Sept. 26 in Dallas, Texas, when he led the Dukes to
a 48-45 victory over Southern Methodist University — only the second time JMU has defeated an
FBS opponent. Lee earned the honor of being the
only Division I football player to pass and rush for
over 275 yards in the same game when he rushed
for 276 yards and two touchdowns, while adding
289 yards in the air and three scores. Lee’s 565
yards and five touchdowns were both a career
JMU football highs.
“Vad does a lot of good things leadership-wise
for this football team,” Withers said after JMU’s
51-0 win over Elon University on Oct. 17. “He’s
a really good football player and has a lot of the
intangibles you look for in a leader.”
Lee also led his unit to one of the best allaround offensive seasons in school history.

2. Offensive review
Entering its playoff match-up with Colgate,
JMU led the FCS in total yards per game (549.7)
and third-down conversion percentage (55.3
percent). Additionally, it ranked in the top five
in points per game (44.8), first downs (313) and
completion percentage (66.6 percent).
Three members of the Dukes offense were
selected to the All-CAA First Team: Lee, junior
wide receiver Brandon Ravenel and redshirt
junior offensive lineman Mitchell Kirsch. Redshirt
sophomore running back Cardon Johnson and
redshirt senior tight end Deane Cheatham were

named
to the second
team, and redshirt
junior punter Gunnar Kane rounded out the
third team.
Johnson and fellow junior running back Khalid Abdullah combined to finish the season with
2,012 yards on the ground and 23 touchdowns,
the highest numbers of any running back duo in
the country.
Ravenel led the team in receiving with 57
catches for 683 yards and four TDs, but was closely trailed by junior wide receiver Rashard Davis,
who hauled in 39 catches for 592 yards and six
scores.
Sophomore quarterback Bryan Schor filled in
for the injured Lee for the last four games, finishing the year with 847 passing yards to go along
with seven touchdowns and one interception.

3. Defensive review
The Dukes’ defensive unit struggled mightily in
the second half of the season, allowing leads to
slip and high-scoring games by opponents.
Redshirt sophomore linebacker Kyre Hawkins
led the team in tackles, totaling 95 on the year,
including 3.5 sacks. Fellow redshirt sophomore
linebacker Andrew Ankrah led the way in sacks,
putting up 10.5 in 2015.
Ankrah and redshirt junior cornerback Taylor
Reynolds were named the JMU representatives
on the All-CAA First Team defensive unit. Redshirt senior defensive lineman Alex Mosley and
junior safety Raven Greene were named to the

Erin Williams / The breeze

second team. Reynolds led the team in interceptions, hauling in
three on the season.
The defense’s highlight of the season came in
its performance at Elon, in which they held the
Phoenix scoreless over all four quarters for their
first road shutout in 11 seasons.

4. A bright future
The offense plans on bringing back key starters Schor, Abdullah, Johnson, Ravenel, Rashard
Davis, Mitchell Kirsch and others. Schor, having
jump-started his JMU career earlier than expected, will walk into training camp this offseason as
the team’s No. 1 quarterback.
Johnson and Abdullah will look to repeat their
successes on the ground, while Ravenel and
Davis will look to highlight the young receiving
corps.
On the defensive side of the ball, returning
starters Ankrah, Greene, Kyre Hawkins, Taylor
Reynolds and Gage Steele will all be entering
their senior seasons. While the defense didn’t
perform to the standard that was expected, the
unit will have another year together to improve
and challenge the CAA as one of the better
defenses in the conference.
JMU will likely enter the 2016 season among the
favorites to take home the CAA title once again.
Contact Matt Weyrich at
weyricma@dukes.jmu.edu.
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A tidal wave of experience
Members of the JMU water polo club face struggles after moving up to a more competitive conference
By Andre Haboush
The Breeze

With a recent transition into a more competitive
conference, the men’s club water polo team has struggled.
Yet still, the team is finding a way to enjoy game days and
practices.
The Collegiate Water Polo Association moved the Dukes
from AAA to A in the Atlantic Division this semester. The
team now faces considerably harder opponents, which has
limited its ability to win, although it used to win a majority of
its games.
“It’s the most negative move,” junior club president Sean
Maher, an integrated science and technology major, said.
“A lot of the teams in our division are competitors for the
national title, so they have a lot more depth and skill level
than we do. When we were in our old [division], a lot of the
teams were in it for fun and like to be part of the sport, where
now, they’re playing for national titles.”
According Maher, the club didn’t have an input on who
they want to play, as the CWPA realigned divisions based on
geographical locations rather than skill sets. Although losing
isn’t the most ideal situation, the team is still happy with
itself and its atmosphere.
“Last year, the executive board was a little bit more intense
than we are this year,” said sophomore club treasurer Josh

Stick, an economics and political science double major.
“They were very regimented, critical and expected a lot more
of us. This semester, we’ve taken a new approach. We didn’t
have a whole lot of fun last year. We’re having a lot more fun
now.”
The teams JMU plays include Georgetown University, John
Hopkins University, the United States Naval Academy and
the University of Maryland. Some members joined water
polo since they were swimmers in high school and before,
yet they want to do something a bit different.
“I was also a swimmer first, and I had a friend that said,
‘Hey, play water polo, it’s really fun. You get to wrestle people
and play the sport,’” sophomore club vice president Aidan
Wood, an international affairs major, said. “I saw that JMU
had club water polo, and I knew that’s what I was going to
do.”
The Dukes have nearly doubled the size of the club to 21
members. Also, it has only one senior, so the overwhelming
majority will remain with the club for at another season.
“If you’re willing to come and tryout the sport, we’ll still
play you, no matter how good you are,” Maher said. “If
anyone wants to come out, they’re more than welcome,
because we’re a very open team, and we just want to teach
people the sport. We’re in more for the fun of it.”
Water polo’s first big appearance came when it was
announced as a sport in the 1900 Olympic Games. Similar

to rugby, but in the water, the team of seven, including the
goalie, tries to outscore the opponent to win the game.
According to Stick, since JMU’s club is sponsored by
UREC, the team receives funds to cover sporting costs,
while the club also has a private account for other needs.
Equipment, like caps, are used to protect a player while
identifying teammates. Unique goals and balls are
specialized for the sport as they float and are manageable in
the water.
Normally, the team practices five times a week at night
for a couple of hours to improve physical and technical
attributes. Scrimmages and simulations also occur with
the women’s club water polo team. As underclassmen
make up the majority, the club is looking toward a gradual
improvement.
“I’m very optimistic for next year and my senior year,”
Stick said. “We got six freshmen that have played in high
school, and that’s huge. The major dichotomy on the team is
people who’s played before and people who hasn’t ... Getting
people that have actually played before, since it’s not a
hugely popular sport in Virginia, is pretty critical.”
The men’s water polo team might not be perfect, but the club
sincerely appreciates the sport and its excitement as it continues the offseason and prepares for possible spring invitationals.
Contact Andre Haboush at habousaw@dukes.jmu.edu.

Commentary

Gwathmey
nets
1,000th
career point

Manziel needs to clean up his act
By Peter cagno
The Breeze

If you haven’t heard the name Johnny
Manziel in the past three years, it’s likely
you’ve either been living under a rock or
just choose not to concern yourself with
the fanatic craze that is “Johnny Football.”
The Cleveland Browns’ second-year
quarterback’s name has been buzzing
through the media since before he
even entered the league. As the stud
quarterback for the Texas A&M Aggies,
Manziel’s name entered into Heisman
Trophy talks when he led the Aggies
to victory over tough opponents in the
University of Arkansas, Louisiana Tech and
Mississippi State University, tallying 1,573
yards of total offense in the three contests.
He secured the frontrunner position for
the Heisman when he entered Tuscaloosa,
Alabama, and took down the then No.
1-ranked University of Alabama. The
freshman phenom powered the Aggies
over the Crimson Tide by a score of 29-24.
Manziel threw for 253 yards and rushed for
another 92 yards to make him the clear-cut
candidate for the Heisman, making him
the first freshman to win the award.
After winning the Heisman in 2012,
Manziel went on to have a stupendous
sophomore season in College Station,
Texas, and managed to garner 421 points
and finish in fifth place for the Heisman
Trophy.
His on-field domination coupled with
his off-field antics is what made “Johnny
Football” about as common a name as
Cam Newton. Manziel was often caught
in photographs partying and drinking

alcohol. Most notably, a photo of him
emerged dressed as Scooby Doo partying
with scantily clad women.
Prior to entering his sophomore season
in the NFL, Manziel checked himself into a
rehabilitation clinic to treat his alcoholism.
OK. Nothing wrong with someone who
recognizes they have a problem and seeks
help. Fast forward 11 weeks. Manziel is set
to start against the Baltimore Ravens in
Week 12, but instead he is benched and
demoted to third string by head coach
Mike Pettine. Pettine benched Manziel
because a video of him partying during
the bye week surfaced on the Internet and
social media. Manziel even lied to Pettine
and his teammates saying he would lay
low during the bye week.
This is not the first time Manziel’s
drinking has been a problem for the
Browns, either. Back in October, Manziel
admitted to police that he had been
drinking while arguing with girlfriend
Colleen Crowley.
This behavior is a clear sign that Manziel
doesn’t have his drinking under control.
For a professional athlete, it’s Manziel’s
duty to his teammates to stay sober
throughout the season following a stint
in rehab. It just makes sense. How can
the Browns rely on someone who can’t
control themselves and who can’t say no
to alcohol?
While I understand that the Browns are
clearly running out of options, if Manziel’s
play on the field doesn’t start to speak for
itself, then his antics off the field will and
he’ll likely find himself out of a job.
Contact Peter Cagno at
breezesports@gmail.com.

Manziel is the best chance the Browns have
By Daniel ware
The Breeze

On Monday, the Cleveland Browns
announced that quarterback Johnny
Manziel would return to the starting
role after a two-week benching. The
Browns suspended Manziel after a
video of him partying surfaced on Nov
23. Manziel even had the gall to lie to
head coach Mike Pettine about when
the video was filmed after promising
the Browns he would maintain a low
profile during the bye week.
This was just another incident on
a laundry list of off-field issues for
Manziel. In October, police pulled
him over after he was reportedly
driving on the shoulder and arguing
with his girlfriend. He admitted to
drinking earlier in the day. Charges
weren’t filed and the couple left
together.
The truth is, Manziel has been a
huge headache in his short time in
the league since being drafted in
the first round in 2014. Most other
teams would have cut him by now,
but the Browns have no choice at
this point. In the two games in which
he was benched, the Browns lost
on a blocked field goal returned for
a touchdown at home against the
Baltimore Ravens and lost a 37-3
drumming at home at the hands of
the Cincinnati Bengals.
During the game against the
Bengals, Browns fans reached a new
level of shame and embarrassment.

Brown paper bags were covering
faces and there were numerous signs
expressing anger toward Browns
management. One sign with a
photograph of Manziel read, “I’d be
an alcoholic too if Cleveland drafted
me!!!!” Browns fans want to see
Manziel play because he at least has
shown an ability to make plays and
excite the crowd.
The problem is that Manziel can’t
be trusted. He’s shown time and time
again that he still likes to party and
often gets caught doing so on video.
The Browns would likely lose their
remaining four games against the
49ers, Seahawks, Chiefs and Steelers
with Austin Davis starting anyway,
so why not throw Manziel into the
fire. Who knows, maybe he’ll ignite
the team somehow and surprise
everyone.
The Browns need to see what they
have in Manziel before the coaches
likely get fired and everything starts
over again next year. It’s obvious
that 36-year-old quarterback Josh
McCown (who broke his collarbone
last week) isn’t the long-term answer
and neither is the Browns’ backup,
Austin Davis.
If Manziel shows no signs of
improvement, the Browns will likely
part ways with him during the offseason as the organization will part ways
with the entire coaching staff.
Contact Daniel Ware at
waredt@dukes.jmu.edu.

Redshirt senior guard Jazmon
Gwathmey scored 22 points in
56-45 loss at St. Bonaventure
University Monday

connor woisard / The breeze

Ethical reasoning
— it’s in your hands.

RIGHTS
Imagine …
Life has been difficult for Syrian refugees after the terrorist
attacks in Paris. The 3,000 migrants who have settled in
Harrisonburg are struggling to acclimate to their new home
during these difficult times, and the 30 who are now JMU
students have requested that the university provide them
with a private space on campus for prayer and conversation.
How can JMU honor this request? What decision would
respect the rights and human dignity of the refugees?
Would other competing considerations outweigh
respecting these rights?
and put your
ethically-reasoned decisions
into action.
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Paradise City
The only strip club in the area
just 35 minutes away...

LIKE US

18 for admission 21+ to drink
Open Thursday, Friday, & Saturday nights
Ladies get in Free on Thursday
BYOB: "Bring your own beer"

www.paradisecitymathias.com 304.897.8200

LIKE US

LIKE US

LIKE US

LIKE US

LIKE US

LIKE US

LIKE US

LIKE US
ON FACEBOOK
TO GET MORE
OF THE BREEZE
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